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Wednesday, November 28
Breakfast Mixer
from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m.
Sponsored by: Mike Colella, 
with a Presentation of Digital 
Photography Tips.
Also speaking: Jeffrey A. Stanko
MD Small Business Dev. Center,
on Marketing Small Businesses.
At the Aspen Hill Club
14501 Homecrest Road 
Wheaton, MD 20906
$5 in advance or $10 at door

Tuesday, December 18
Chamber Networking Lunch
Speaker TBA
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
At Los Chorros Restaurant
2420 Blueridge Avenue
Wheaton, MD 20902
(Each pays for own lunch order)
Public parking closeby, across 
from the Chamber office
RSVP to:  m.carrington@
foundationfundinggroup.com

Donations up until 
Mon, November 19; 
then until Fri, December 21
Holiday On Duty!
During the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas Holidays,
We provide meals for
Public Safety Personnel.
See page 2 for details.  
For more information, call 
Ellen Riger, 301-318-7103

Wednesday, December 19
Holiday Mixer 5 to 7 p.m.
Celebrate this festive season with
us for an evening mixer at
The Royal Mile Pub
2407 Price Avenue, Wheaton
- Cash Bar -
$15 in advance or $20 at door

Donations up until 
Wednesday, December 19
Angels for Children Toy Drive
Join with the Wheaton Rescue
Squad and contribute to the 
less fortunate children in the
immediate Wheaton area. 
See page 6 for details.

2401 Blueridge Avenue, Suite 101
Wheaton, Maryland 20902
301-949-0080
email: wkchamber@wkchamber.org

New Silver Spring Transit Center is
Focus of Montgomery County Commuter
Services Presentation at Evening Mixer
The September 26 Evening Mixer was hosted by PJ Rice Bistro, the
new Pan-Asian restaurant in Westfield Wheaton Mall. The owner,
Peter Sze created a remarkable array of dishes showcasing his menu.

The warm Asian décor also had a pull-down slide screen that was
perfect for the New Silver Spring Transit Center presentation,
which was followed by a talk on the Wheaton Clean and Safe Team.
Commuter Services Mission is to promote use of alternative modes

to Single Occupant
Vehicles (SOVs) to
address congestion &
air quality concerns
with Peak period focus.
Seeking partnerships
with the business com-
munity to accomplish
mutual goals.

The Breakfast Mixer on October 24th featured
two presentations, sponsored by the Law Office
of David A. Lucas, LLC, and Mike Duffy of the
Duffy Agency/Allstate Insurance Co.
Duane Rollins of Kensington’s new Café 1894
(301-962-4421) catered the breakfast featuring
their freshbaked muffins, coffee cake and quiche.

David Lucas presented 3 Common Estate
Planning Myths & How to Avoid Them
As we go through life, few of us plan to leave a
mess for our family and loved ones after we are
gone. Many of us, however, do leave behind a
tangled mess, indeed. Here are three of the most

Estate Planning and
Financial Advice are Topics
at Kensington Town Hall

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 3

Chamber Testifies at Zoning Text
Amendment (ZTA) 07-13 Hearing
The Chamber testified before the County Council concerning 
the Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA 07-13), with Carol Petzold 
representing the Board of Directors’ position. The hearing was on
October 16th.
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Continued on page 2

On Saturday September 29th, I ran in the
Kensington 8K race representing both the
Wheaton & Kensington Chamber of Commerce
and my agency, Jubilee Association of Maryland,
both of which were sponsors of this event. The
Annual Kensington 8K race is a fund raiser 
benefit for Kensington Park Elementary, North
Bethesda Middle School and Walter Johnson
High School. The Chamber is always interested
in finding ways to support education and fitness
and this fits both of those priorities.
I ran the 2 mile race the last several years, and
this year I was determined to do the 8K. I did a

8K Race
Supports Education, Fitness

Continued on page 2
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Executive Committee
President
Tim Wiens, Jubilee Assoc.
of MD  301-949-8628

1st Vice-President
Moshe Briel, Moshe Briel
Associates LLC  301-801-1972

2nd Vice-President
Sean Chrysostom,
Chevy Chase Bank
301-942-5166

Secretary
Colleen Larkin, The Back to
Work Program of St. Luke’s
House, Inc. 301-493-4200

Treasurer
Nancy Sherwood,
Sherwood Associates, Inc.
301-933-1222

Ex-President
Harold Weinberg,
Miles Realty  301-933-6161

Directors
Maureen Carrington,
Month-off.com  301-651-3257

Marcia Jacques, Evergreen
School  301-942-5979

Michael Kelley, Kens. Vol. Fire
Dept. 301-929-8000

Ken Nelson, Montgomery
College Workforce Dev. &
Continuing Ed. 240-567-5516

Carol Petzold, Oyster, Imus &
Petzold, Inc. 301-949-2011

Ellen Riger, EllenOriginals  
301-946-7141

Duncan Smith, Westfield
Wheaton  301-942-3200

Kathleen Thompson,
Jerry Thompson Associates,
Inc. 301-565-8000

Larry White,
First Baptist Church of
Wheaton  301-949-6585

Ex-Officio Directors
Natalie Cantor, Mid-County 
Services Center  240-777-8100

Cmdr. Nancy Demme, Mont.
County Police  240-773-5515

Sharon Scott, Council, Town
of Kensington  301-949-2424

Robert Klein,
Wheaton Redevelopment
Program  240-777-8125

Daniel Parra, LEDC–Wheaton  
240-777-4960

Administrative Assistant
& Newsletter Editor
Vicky Surles  301-949-0080

Chamber Testifies at Zoning Text
Amendment Hearing
Continued from page 1

The Wheaton & Kensington Chamber of Commerce sup-
ports ZTA 07-13. A committee studied the amendment,
and the Board of Directors discussed and voted on our
position and recommendations.
We support the principles of the master plan and the con-
cept of mixed-use development as permitted in Section
59-C-7.19 of the proposed ZTA. Although we are aware
that development in Wheaton may be the impetus for this
amendment, we want to be sure that, if adopted, the new
law will be a fair law for the entire County and not writ-
ten specifically for Wheaton. It is important that the resi-
dential area around the central business district be protect-
ed and that commercial development not flow beyond the
commercial zone.
Section 59-C-7.14, which caps the maximum density so
that it does not exceed the density of the highest density
zone recommended in the master plan or sector plan for
the specific area, is an excellent provision that we strongly
support.
In section 59-C-7.121, the proposed amendment changes
the word “shows” to “recommends.” For clarity, we suggest
that “shows” be changed to “designates.” There has been
much discussion over the difference in “shows” and “rec-
ommends” resulting in a decision that neither is clear in
the proposed new law.
Finally, we recommend that the effective date be 30 days
after adoption instead of 20 days. Twenty days is so brief
that it appears to make the change an emergency for the
Wheaton project. We do not believe this is necessary.
Tim Wiens, President &
Carol Petzold, Member Board of Directors

Kensington 8K Race Finish
Continued from page 1

practice run about a month before the actual race, just to
make sure I could do it. My goal was to finish the race.
It was a beautiful crisp autum morning with the tempera-
tures in the 60’s, and there was a big turnout for the race.
I started at the back of the pack and it took me almost a
minute to reach the starting line after the starting gun
fired. I tried to keep to a pace that would be sustainable.
There were a couple of long hills I had to tend with.
And yes, I finished, and ended up with a time of just
under 49 minutes and felt good for having run to support
the schools and a little bit proud for finishing. Next year 
I will have a personal best record to shoot for.
Tim Wiens
President of Wheaton & Kensington Chamber

of Commerce
and
Executive Director of Jubilee Association 

of Maryland Inc.

Your Donation Can Make 
a Difference This Year 

Holiday On
Duty

During the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Holidays—
We provide meals for:

4th District of the Montgomery 
County Police

Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad
Members of the Bethesda Police District 

in charge of policing Kensington
Kensington Volunteer Fire Department #5

Kensington Volunteer Fire Department #18

Make Checks payable to 
Holiday on Duty

and mail to:
Wheaton & Kensington 
Chamber of Commerce

2401 Blueridge Ave, Suite 101
Wheaton, MD  20902

or
Ellen Riger, Coordinator

EllenOriginals Gift Baskets
12817 Connecticut Avenue
Silver Spring, MD  20906



TH A N K YO U T O TH ES E ME M B ER RE N EWA L S!

Banks/Financial Institutions
Chevy Chase Bank
Sean Chrysostom
301-942-5166
www.chevychasebank.com

Credit Union
Signal Financial Federal Credit 

Union
Kalimah Matthews
301-933-9100
www.sfonline.org

Garage Door Services
Garage Door Services
Ed Billhimer
301-608-9444
www.garagedoorservicesbyed.com

Insurance/Financial
Aflac
Julia Rivas
301-949-0747
www.aflac.com

Robinson Insurance Agency
Theodore E. Robinson
1-800-927-9061

Nursing & Rehabilitation
Kensington Nursing & 

Rehabilitation Center
Sheila Leaf
301-933-0060
www.kensingtonnursing.com

Printing
Knowles Printing Services
Jim Knowles
301-933-2990
www.knowlesprinting.com

Real Estate
Miles Realty Company
Harold Weinberg
301-933-6161
www.milesrealty.com

Restaurant
Crisp & Juicy Restaurant
George Perez
301-962-6666

Storage
Acorn Self Storage-Aspen Hill
Keith B. Parsons
301-460-0055
www.unitedstorall.com

Acorn Self Storage-Kensington
Eduardo Carcamo
301-933-8838
www.unitedstorall.com

Womens’ Clothing/Accessories
Marian’s Connections
Marian Fryer
301-942-5818
www.mariansconnections.com
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Real Estate Development
Spaulding & Slye Investments
Arthur C. Frye
1717 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20006
202-478-2375
arthur.frye@ssinvests.com
www.joneslanglasalle-dc.com

W E LC O M E T O T H I S N E W M E M B E R !

common estate planning
myths people have, the
truths behind them, and
some advice on how to
avoid these myths.

Myth #1: I am not old enough to worry about estate planning yet.
Truth: Estate Planning is for everyone. We all must ask ourselves, no
matter what age we are, whether our affairs are in order for our benefit
and the benefit of our loved ones in case of a sudden incapacity or death.

For those
of us with
children
(and even
beloved
pets), we
must put
our affairs
in order 
so our 
children
(and pets)
will be
taken care

of properly and with the least hassle.
We must also be sure to express our wishes regarding health care 
decisions. Remember Terri Schiavo?  Her tragic circumstances could have
easily been avoided with proper estate planning.
Finally, we must plan to protect our assets from being wasted on such
things as Probate, Death Taxes, and nursing home costs. We should 
further protect our beneficiaries’ inheritances from predators, creditors,
and unstable marriages. These goals can be easily accomplished with
proper estate planning.
Myth #2: My estate is not big enough to worry about Death taxes.
Truth: Your estate is 
probably bigger than you
think it is. Many of us do
not realize what makes up
our estate for Death tax 
purposes. Basically, your
estate is everything you 
own. This includes your 
real estate, cash, checking
accounts, savings account,
stocks, bonds, mutual funds,
and even the businesses you
own and the cars you drive.
But don’t forget about all the “things” you own, like your computers and
electronics, clothing, furniture, jewelry, collectibles, and other personal
property. All these items have value, and these items are included in 
your estate.
Lastly, you cannot forget your retirement plans (IRA, 401k, 403(b),
annuities, pension plans, etc.) and life insurance policies. Even though
you may not currently be using these assets, the money in your retirement
plans and the death benefit payouts of your life insurance policies are
included in your estate. So what does this mean?  If you sit down and
calculate the value of the assets in your estate, you will likely be surprised
to find out that it is higher than you thought it was. And, the sad reality
is that you are likely worth more dead than alive!

Tel: 301-933-8668
Fax: 301-623-3366

PJ Rice Bistro
Westfield Wheaton Mall

11160 Veirs Mill Road, #164
Wheaton, MD 20902

Estate Planning and Financial Advice
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 5

Ph
ot

os
 c

ou
rte

sy
 o

f V
ick

y S
ur

les



4

• Backbone of Transportation Demand
Management (TDM) is Transit
– All types of transit, including Metrorail,
Metrobus, Ride On, MTA buses, MARC Rail
• Promote all other commuting options (“modes”)
as well, including:
– Car/Van Pooling
–  Walking, Biking, and Telework
• Create and/or promote amenities & “adjuncts”
to make it easier, more attractive, sensible to use
commute options
– Parking Management (“Parking Parity”)
– Car/Van Pool Parking Discounts in County
Facilities

– Car Sharing
– Bike Routes/Racks/Lockers/Showers
– Real Time Information (Next Bus/Signs of
Times)
– Pedestrian Amenities/Safety
– SmarTrip; Smart Benefits
– Good Lighting, Landscaping, Security
– Guaranteed Ride Home (GRH)
– Clear, Easy-to-Use Information

Silver Spring Transit Center - A Public/Private
Joint Development
Project Background
• One of the busiest Metro stations in MD
- 25,000 Metrorail riders
- 20,000 Metrobus riders
- 12,000 Ride-On riders
• The majority of Transit Center users transfer
bus-to-bus
• 145 buses per peak hour; will increase
• Congested roadways; buses crossing mid-block

Project Goals – In support of the “new” Silver
Spring
• Provide a first class/state-of-the-art Transit
Facility, with room for future projected service
• Provide efficient connections between existing
and anticipated transit types
• Strengthen pedestrian connections to the transit
station from all areas of Silver Spring
• Create a safe, secure, maintainable and inviting
environment for users
• Meet the objective stated in the adopted Silver
Spring CBD Sector Plan to create a:
“varied and active town center, with housing,
office, and retail development in a pedestrian-
friendly environment, enhanced with parks and
open spaces.”
• Develop quality open space and amenities for
users
• Achieve the investment value and functional
benefits of Transit Oriented Development
• Maximize visibility and sunlight for public
spaces
Transit Center Features
• Multi-Tiered / Multi-Modal Transit Center
and Store: Metro/MARC/Ride-On
• Enhance Metro Red Line Access from Bus,
MARC, Pedestrian movements
• Increased bus stall count
• Vehicular access for Kiss & Ride drop-off and
taxis
• Enhanced Urban Park, Connections to
Hiker/Biker Trail Systems
• Inter-City Bus Terminal and MARC Station
• Accommodate the future Bi-County Transitway
(BCT)

• Prepared to accommodate Information
Technology for real-time scheduling signage
• Improved traffic flow, reducing conflicts
between cars and buses
Multi-Level Site Accessibility
• Distributing the vehicular and pedestrian access
around the site and at different levels
• Decreases the impact at any one point and opti-
mizes pedestrian connections to Transit
Bottom Level – Entrance off Colesville
Middle Level – Entrance off Ramsey
Upper Level – Entrance off Bonifant
Bottom Level – Entrance off Colesville
Interim Operating Site (IOS)
• During construction, move bus operations one
block east to Wayne, Dixon, and Bonifant
• Use curbside bus stops/shelters
• All existing bus routes continue to operate;
Metro and MARC continue to operate
• Kiss & ride/midday parking in Bonifant garage
* Handicap parking in Dixon garage
• IOS will begin March 2008
• Preparatory work underway now; Project
Updates available via email

Commuter Services Offers Benefits for
Employers Employers & Employees
• Transit subsidies: Metrorail, Metrobus, Ride
On, MARC Train
• Maryland tax credit – 50% back
• Pre-tax Metrochek
• Relocation Assistance
• Commuter Information Days at the Work Site
• Personalized Ride-Matching & Transit Routing
Services
• Recognition – e.g., Transportation Awards
Ceremony
• Improved Recruitment/Retention
Wheaton/Montgomery Hills Fare Share
Transit Benefit Programs Help Recruit & Retain
Employees
• $110/month/employee maximum benefit –
good on any form of transit (Including Van
Pools)
• 1st 6 months = $1 Deal: Employer pays just
$1/month/employee; County pays up to
$109/month/employee

September 26 Evening Mixer – Silver Spring Transit Center/Mont. Co. Commuter Services
Continued from page 1
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Continued on page 5



• 2nd 6 months = 50/50 Cost Sharing: Employer
pays up to $55/month/employee; Gets 50% back
via State tax credit; County pays up to
$55/month/employee
• Years 2 & 3 = Progressively increasing employer
contribution & reduced County contribution:
Year 2 - Employer 60%/County 40%; Year 3 -
Employer 70%/County 30%; $30,000/year 
maximum County subsidy to employer

Basic Fare Share
Transit Benefit Program Available to Employers
Throughout the County
• $110/month/employee maximum benefit

• $30,000/year maximum subsidy to employer
– Year 1: Employer & County Cost Share 50-50
– Year 2: Employer 60%, County 40%
– Year 3: Employer 70%, County 30%
No further contribution from County beyond
Year 3
Montgomery County Commuter Services
Division of Transit Services, DPWT
8401 Colesville Road, Suite 150
Silver Spring, MD 20910
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/commute
Sandra L. Brecher, Administrator
301-565-5701
Sandra.Brecher@montgomerycountymd.gov

Wheaton/Montgomery Hills Programs
Commuter Services/DPWT
Terrie O’Steen, Marketing Specialist
301-565-7313
Terrie.O’Steen@montgomerycountymd.gov
Sheila Wilson, Marketing Specialist
301-565-7315
Sheila.Wilson@montgomerycountymd.gov

Representatives from the
Wheaton Urban District also
gave a summary of services
offered by the Wheaton
Clean and Safe Team. Their
goal is to make Wheaton a
better place by improving the
appearance of  the downtown

and fostering a safe and inviting environment.
They work hand-in-hand with Montgomery
County Police to monitor the area and provide
assistance within the Urban District.
To contact the Safe Team member escort service,
call 240-777-8120.
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September 26 Evening Mixer at PJ Rice Bistro – Montgomery County Commuter Services
Continued from page 4

Myth #3: A Power of Attorney will take care of
all our problems if I become disabled.
Truth: Some financial institutions may not
honor your Power of Attorney. In fact, there is
no law, statute, rule, or regulation that requires
any institution to accept a Power of Attorney,
no matter how eloquently written it may be.
Therefore, many financial institutions will reject
a Power of Attorney for the following reasons:
1) it is more than 3 years old; 2) it is not specific enough; and 3) it is not
in the institution’s own approved form. Why?  Because they do not want
to get in the middle of a family dispute or be the subject of a lawsuit for
approving a questionable transaction. A Power of Attorney may just not
work for you when you need it, and there are better estate planning
options available to protect against incapacity.

How To Avoid These
Myths
We need to stop 
procrastinating and take
the necessary steps to
make sure this important
estate planning work
gets accomplished before
it is too late. What steps
should you take?  First,
get informed!  Attend an

Estate Planning Seminar or visit www.lucaslawoffice.com to
educate yourself so you can make confident decisions in setting
up your plan.
Second, seek professional advice from an attorney who focuses
on estate planning matters. Stay away from “fast food” type
estate planning documents from the internet, office supply 
stores, books, and other
so-called Estate
Planning resources.

By seeking competent legal 
advice you can avoid the problems
that so often wreak havoc on
families, their emotions, and 
their inheritances. Call the Law
Office of David A. Lucas, LLC 
at 301-215-7766.

Mike Duffy spoke on:
Preparing Your Financial Future:
What will your future be if left up to others?… Shouldn’t you decide?… 
What would you like for it to be?… Life is about your choices.
How will you get there?... Your Plan = Your Life!
For a free life and retirement review, please call Mike Duffy’s office at
301-933-7201, or e-mail mikeduffy@allstate.com.
Duffy Agency/Allstate Insurance Co.
2413 Blueridge Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902

October 24 Breakfast Mixer – Estate Planning Advice and Preparing Your Financial Future
Continued from page 3

Oc
to

be
r M

ixe
r P

ho
to

s c
ou

rte
sy

 o
f V

ick
y S

ur
les



6

The Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad in conjunction with 
The Wheaton & Kensington Chamber of Commerce 

asks for your support for the 9th annual

Sponsors include: Acorn Self Storage, Brookside Gardens,
Evergreen School, Montgomery Housing Partnership,
Wheaton Volunteer Rescue Squad and the W&KCC.

For cash donations, send checks to: 
Angels for Children
Wheaton & Kensington 
Chamber of Commerce

2401 Blueridge Ave, #101
Wheaton, MD 20902

Marcia A. Jacques, 301-942-5979
Evergreen School

mjacques@evergreenschool.com
or

Vicky Surles, 301-949-0080
W&K Chamber of Commerce 

vicky.s@wkchamber.org

For drop-off locations and information on helping, contact:

Your generous donations of toys 
(or cash for purchasing toys) are
delivered to local children for
Christmas by Santa and his
helpers. We prefer unwrapped

presents, since it allows us to 
better match gifts with families.

The Wheaton Rescue Squad began the toy drive
eight years ago in response to a single family
who lost all their possessions in a house fire 
just before Christmas. This toy drive is aimed 
at the less fortunate children in the immediate

Wheaton area residing in Montgomery County’s
housing program. Without the support of our 

business community this tremendous project would not be possible.



_________________________________________
(Company Name)

_________________________________________
(Phone Number)

_________________________________________
(e-mail address)

Return payment to: Wheaton & Kensington Chamber of Commerce
2401 Blueridge Avenue, Suite 101 • Wheaton, MD 20902

❏ Check ❏ Cash Total Amount $ _________ for ______ Reservations

Cost is $5 in advance (option for members only) or $10 at the door

_________________________________________
(Attendee)

_________________________________________
(Attendee)

_________________________________________
(Attendee)

Continental Breakfast  • Mix & Network with Other Businesses  • Door Prizes

Cost is $5 in advance (option for members only) or $10 at the door

Wheaton & Kensington Chamber of Commerce

Breakfast Mixer
Digital Photography Tips/Marketing Small Businesses

Our Chamber 
Breakfast Mixers 
are on the fourth
Wednesday of 
each month.

Wednesday, November 28, 2007
from 7:30 – 9:00 AM

at

The Aspen Hill Club
14501 Homecrest Road, Wheaton, MD 20906 • 301-598-5200

Sponsored by:

Mike Colella
of Colella Photography

301-942-2853
www.colellaphoto.com

with a presentation of
Digital Photography Tips

Also speaking:

Jeffrey A. Stanko
MD Small Business Development Center

www.mdsbdc.umd.edu
on

Marketing Small Businesses

www.wkchamber.org

Wheaton&Kensington
Chamber of Commerce

the voice for
YOUR business!

www.wkchamber.org
For registration information
call: 301-949-0080  
fax: 301-949-0081
email: wkchamber@wkchamber.org



Postage

e-mail: wkchamber@wkchamber.org
website: www.wkchamber.org

301-949-0080

2401 Blueridge Ave, Suite 101
Wheaton, Maryland 20902

Kill-a-Watt Meter Library Loan Program
Residents can now check out a P3 “Kill-A-Watt” meter from the

Rockville Library, courtesy of Mont. County Public Libraries and
Department of Environmental Protection. The Kill-A-Watt meter is
a simple to use device that will help you understand the amount of
energy used by home appliances and energy saving opportunities.

By simply connecting the meter to your wall receptacle and any
common home appliance you will know how much electricity it is 
consuming. Even better the meter counts “kilowatt-hours (kWh)”, so
you know how much energy the appliance uses over time. Try it on
your television, your refrigerator, or verify that the CFL you installed
is really saving you energy.

Check one out today!  For additional information 
contact the Rockville Library at 240-777-0140.

November 17, 2007 – January 6, 2008 (open select nights)

The winter nights may be upon us, but Brookside Gardens brings the
four seasons to life with more than 700,000 colorful lights.  Enjoy a
stroll outdoors along an easily accessible one-half mile walk that will
take you through imaginative displays of the snowy Artic winter,
spring showers, summer blooming flowers, and the falling leaves of
autumn.  Local musicians perform on the nights of the show.

November: 17-18, 21, 23-25, 28-30
December: 1-2, 5-9,12-23, 26-30

January: 1-6
Hours: 5:30 to 9:00 p.m. – last car admitted at 8:30 p.m.

Admission:  $15 Cars/Vans; Cash only at entrance.
Buses please register in advance at 301-962-1457.

Garden of Lights Hotline:  301-962-1453. 
Brookside Gardens, 1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902
For more information, visit us online at www.brooksidegardens.org

GARDEN OF LIGHTSRun an Ad in the VOICE
Business Card-Size Ad is just $40*

or 
Insert a Flyer for $75*

*Member rates


